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IWU  Lends  Talent  to  Lincoln  Statue  Dedication 

October  11,  2010 

BLOOMINGTON,  III.  -The  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  Collegiate  Choir  will  perform 
at  the  dedication  of  a  statue  commemorating  Abraham  Lincoln's  ties  to 
Bloomington-Normal.  The  event  will  be  held  at  the  Bloomington  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts  (600  N.  East  St.,  Bloomington)  on  Saturday,  Oct.  23  at  10  a.m. 

Michael  Burlingame,  Lincoln  scholar  and  author  of  Abraham  Lincoln:  A  Life,  will 
give  the  keynote  address  at  the  dedication.  This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the 
public. 

The  IWU  Collegiate  Choir,  directed  by  Professor  of  Music  J.  Scott  Ferguson,  will 
perform  19th  century  protest  songs.  IWU  President  Richard  F.  Wilson  will  read 
excerpts  from  Lincoln's  works. 

The  statue,  commissioned  by  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Bicentennial  Commission  of  McLean  County,  features  a  life-size 
depiction  of  Lincoln  and  his  close  advisors  Jesse  Fell  and  Judge  David  Davis. 

Bloomington  sculptor  Andrew  Jumonville  created  the  work,  titled  "Convergence  of  Purpose."  The  sculpture  will  be 
placed  in  the  recently  renamed  Lincoln  Park,  in  front  of  the  Bloomington  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts. 

For  additional  information  on  the  McLean  County  Abraham  Lincoln  Bicentennial  Commission,  visit  their  website  at 
www.mclincoln.org. 

Contact:  Hannah  Griffin  '12,  (309)  556-3181 
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Lincoln-Fell-Davis  statue  unveiled  in  Bloomington 

By  Edith  Brady-Lunny  |  eblunny@pantagraph.com  |  Posted:  Saturday,  October  23,  2010  8:36  pm 

BLOOMINGTON  -  A  statue  depicting  the  friendship  between  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  McLean  County  friends  Jesse  Fell  and 
David  Davis  was  unveiled  in  a  rain-soaked  ceremony  Saturday  in  the  city's  newly  named  Lincoln  Park. 

Bloomington  sculptor  Andrew  Jumonville's  work  titled  "Convergence  of  Purpose"  portrays  Lincoln  engaged  in  conversation 
with  Fell  and  Davis,  two  men  who  played  a  central  role  in  his  rise  to  the  presidency.  Jumonville  attended  the  event  with  his 
family. 

Lincoln  scholar  Michael  Burlingame,  author  of  "Abraham  Lincoln:  A  life,"  was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  dedication 
ceremony.  In  his  speech  at  the  neighboring  Bloomington  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts,  Burlingame  told  the  audience  that  Fell 
urged  Lincoln  to  forge  ahead  with  his  political  career  despite  a  loss  for  the  Illinois  Senate.  A  trip  to  the  East  Coast  in  which 
Lincoln  was  mentioned  in  political  circles  convinced  Fell  that  the  Illinois  lawyer  was  qualified  for  the  national  stage,  said 
Burlingame. 

Judge  Davis  was  one  of  Lincoln's  closest  friends  and  advisors.  "Lincoln  knew  what  things  should  be  done.  Davis  knew  how 
they  should  be  done,"  said  the  author. 

Bob  Lenz,  vice  chairman  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Bicentennial  Commission  of  McLean  County,  said  Saturday's  speech  was  the 
first  in  a  series  of  appearances  by  Lincoln  scholars  planned  for  the  Twin  Cities.  The  public's  devotion  to  the  16th  president 
will  remain  strong  long  after  the  close  of  events  marking  last  year's  bicentennial  of  his  birth,  said  Lenz. 

"Lincoln  is  such  a  dominant  person  in  American  history.  The  interest  in  his  life  is  certainly  not  diminishing,"  said  Lenz,  who 
serves  on  the  commission  chaired  by  John  Krueger. 
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